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Of the CHARGE for 
Drei the P OO R 


Of the CITY of | 


NORWICH, 


Contain'd 1a the following 


T AB LE S: 


711 
TABLE s of the Year| y Charge for Maintenanol 
of the POOR in each reſpective Pariſh, from the Beginning] 


of this Century, to this preſent Year. 'To which is ein 4 
in like manner, the Charge for the Year 1690. 


II. A TABLE of the Diſcretional Disburſements only, 


ſeparated from the Weekly Allowances, for the Years 1711 
and 1718, in order to ſhew, That the Diſcretional Di:burſe 
ments are abated fince the Workhouſe Method commene'd. b 


III. TABLES of the Yearly Charge of the Poor, an 


Number of the Collectioners, for a compleat x00 Years, vit 


from 1620, to 1720, for Fourteen Pariſhes; being all! of 
them whoſe Pariſh-Books run back ſo far, * 


ah, A TABLE for theſe Fourteen Pariſhes, cone 
taining the Vearly Charge, Number of N and Week 
throughout the 100 Years, | 
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1 E. regen oy ae 5 Tables . 
To ccnvyince. almoſt: the whole Town, One 
N cording the grand Miſtake it is under. in;elph | 
bon to the Poor; vi. That the Wark bouſe=! 
Ad has been ſo far from preventing the Inere aſe; 

of f the Charge for their Support (to. which End. it 

| (pas 7555 4 2 that it has heen ſince, vaſtly increas'd.; N it 

d been much better for. the City, if it bad never 2 G 

mt the Old Method p urſu'd to this Time. 

This Opinion, 1 perceive, .is ſo general, that haz 
he beſt Judgment, and good Senſe, have gone into it, with 
wut ſufficient Enquiry into Facts, founding their Opinion oa 
u this ſenſible Argument; That they pay now to the Poors Rate 

nore than they did, before tbe Workhouſe ¶ Method comnienc d. 
How 257 this only Argument which can be brough may 

e ſet aſide, will preſently appear before we come to the Tas 

Pes, which will demonſtrate the Opinion to be erroteous, 

Phich ris brought in Support of. 

Firſt, Let it be confider'd, That tho' in Seven Years Time, 
he Charge for ſupporting the Poor be not increas'd one Far- 
bing, yet muſt moſt Payers in that Time be conſiderably 
; ${vanc'd, in ſome Proportion to their ſuppos d Increaſe. of 
Pvealth. 

Fot otherwiſe, how could the payments of the chief Payers, 

tho are yearly remov'd by Death, or other ways, be * 

1d ? Not by the Young Ones, juſt entring the World ; 

ho? they ſupply their Place in the Rate, yet they do not. in | 

de Mulct; it being reaſonable, that they ſhould be, as they 
ways are us'd like young and tendet Plants at firſt : Conlſe« 
ently, the Charge muſt riſe upon the reſt ; and Them too 
ba! appear to flouriſh), cill they make their Eo. ; 0540 | 
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Sel „ This Argument is of no Roese Igainſt the pre fen 
| 4 25 1 uſeth it could prove, That the Payer, 
we 1 : in Number and Value, to what they were for. Paſi 
erly : For if they mould be fewer in one, or both, the 
of the Poor may not increaſe, and yet "the Payments 


bait, This Argu ment Ggnifies nothin againſt the Work. 
ib ee who thug fen ſons, could n of 
de; thüt the Charge Tonia h. o leſs, if the 
mer wt Is had been continu'd : For without that, what — 
Du haye they to complain of the preſent? But, to ſhew the 
pröbability of that Suppofition, T ſhall no compare the for. 
e od als Methods, and then leave every one to > judge 
el 

hr the Former, The Overſeers were intirely left t to thei d 
Diſeretion in all büt che Weekly Payments; which muf 
u Pawoldibty be attended by theſe ill Conlbquenees : 13 | 
Hr, That notwithſtanding the Mayor and Aldermen off 
the W ard, ſetrled once a Year the Number of, and the Al- 
. to, the Week] Collektionefs; yet the Officers could 
add. who they If fit, under the Head of Diſcretiond | 
Piibur ents, they 00 ls only Addition, Paid to A; B. in Want, 
* Sit lee 1 fo. much. 

Send As they had no body to controul them, they werelp. 
very Ving to raiſe to themſelves (it being at the PublictÞ,; 
Bxyence) the Character of Good-natur' d, Merciful, Generou 
Men; never weighing the Conſequence of their Over-Libe 
gality (as long as twas not their own) viz, The ſetting 
wrong. Example to their Succeſlofs : Which J find, in looking 
mito ebe Pariſh. Books, too frequently follow A, tin ſuct 
Officers were « elected, as were gorern'd by Reaſon, and no 
Pxample. 
| "Laſtly, The GVerſeers Accompts not being Audited, or il 
Audited, next to -impoſlible to detect their Frauds, if therlf 
were any; Eonfeqgently, they were wholly left. to their owilf 
Sede as. fo the faithful Diſcharge. of their Truſt; t 
which ſo, "ln Per ſons have been choſen, who have wantelf 
either Mines "of Morals, that it can't be: a very uncharitabli 
e 100 uppoſe, That under the then Method, Hime 6 2 
ce 2 Money might be mil- MOOR 

Whether any of the following Inftances nnch are allf 
chin a feu Yeats before the Workhouſe Method commenc dna! 


weſt 


vers of that kind, 1 don't pretend to judge: But 4 
a ly, ng they were, Now "they ry detected T's 


"In St. Ja mes's Book are Hſe Entries. 


| 10 1 21 
paid Mr. Grievem for Reparations af: 
Paid at ſeveral times on W Oocaſions o 


I. St. Michael Coſtany theſe in One Tears: 


For Clading Two of Hobart's Boys, and put-} © night of 

r. ting One of them out; and e 4: Robert 1 3. N 

ge Froſdick, and putting him out — — 4/01 
aid to Elizabeth Brown and Children — 96: "35, 6 

it (Paid to Thomas Mays Wife in Bridemel, and 

iff} Child, and for Rent — 10 18 


F or Warrants of Removal, and Bxpences - — 02 10 
\|. 


. 'In St. Clement's FDLS.. 1 5 
1 F 
14 uid to Dr. Pleneas for the Cure of alen Emmer 10 00 4 


: > UM 
GS,” 
»4” 


0 


In St. Peter of Hungate, theſe in one Tar. pot 1 


if aid for Peter Hungate, a Chance Choo reins o8.. 09 0 
a (aid to Good wife Chambers, and Four Children 0: AT: 10 


; Tn St. Saviour's this foort N o 


1 Suid to the Widow Brean's Account — 8 16 0 
ch 
na To. theſe, many more lnfiatices might be added, eo how, 
Fou general and conciſe a Way, the Officers had in making n 
Meir Accompts under the then Method; which being 4 +3 
er ent Example to their Followers, it made the Charge riſe {@ 
G ern every Vear, for a few Years before the Workhoulſſey 
t the chief Payers then were ſtrangelyalarm'd, not knowing 
tel Fiore — — — Lo thought themſelves (as with 
bien might) very happy in procuring the Workhouſe 
ot; whoſe Method I come now — forth. et 
The Overſeers are to take Care of the Poor in their reſpel 
allÞ've Pariſhes, as formerly; but can't bring any into Diſere- 
dene l Allowances, without Leave of the a nor r mal 
ef 'Y | 


Me 


; other Diſcretional Payments” (br ly” on Emeigeßeleg 
i aut. e End, Committees for the re. 
ive Wards fit every Fortnight, to be inform'd of the 
5 of the Poor, and what Orders the Officers then receive, 1 
mediately enter'd i into a Book, and into a Paper brought bY 
wy the Overſeers, call'd their. Voucher, which are afterwards 1 
min'd by the Book, ar the Auditing their Accompts, which 4 5 
done every Half-Vear. | % 
"By this Method, tis p ain, all the W of the 
former are redreſs d. . Officers cant admit any Per ſon to Col- 1 0 
Nection, without an Order: ; Nor be extravagant of the Püblick ** 
Nor keep any of it to their on Uſe: For nothing is ha 
== * their Accompts How gr which Das! not ny . 


L 
he 
he 


- 


55 this Way of Accompting, all chat 8 8 likewiſef! ; m 
Pd, which, in the former, many of the Officers (thiro? theicP* 
Fevorance. in Accompts) have by Miſtake; and not Beten e , 
probably, wrong'd the Publick of. I am led to this Opinion, jo y 
by having of late audited many of their Accompts, in whichſ ble 
have appear'd ſeveral Errors, either in the Particulars, or ou 
Totals ; owing, I believe (from the Charatters of the Ac. Hun 
omprancs) either to Careleſneſs, or Ignorance), , A Miſtake ch 
bf this kind (I bope it was) was diicover!d in 17 16, üpon au- 
diting the 9 — for St. Benedict's Pariſh, when it appear d, 25 
That one of the Officers had receiv'd Fifteen Pounds more tis t 
than be had expended; for which he was oblig'd to give Bondſl Tac 
immediately to the Corporation of the Court of Guardians. heir 
Having now before us the Former and Preſent Methods, .let F 
any ane avoid giving his Preference to the preſent, if he can. d 
For he who does, muſt undertake the Defence of this generalp* 
Propofition ; That whoever imploy Servants, will baue their Buſs f le, 

baſe. dove a well, er better, e bibs Maſter's Direct ion, In- end 
Peckien, or ever Callins.thers to Account, than if they did all threef? 

** de that is hardy enough to maintain this Propoſition, is quali] , a 
I for a Champion in Defence of the former Method. ou 
I now proceed to make good the ue 4 demorifirating * 
ave Truth of i in Practices. 80 f E 
Ichink, ir muſt appear, to eyery unprejudiend retten, by if 
Nhe following Tables, that had not a Stop been put to it, byf in 
he Wiſdom of the Magiftrates) an procuring the Act for Am- ly 
Fpowering the Court of Guardiand to take Care of the Poor, thef'S 

Charge for their apy Time, had | been i in ay 
bortable. eb 


din 


8. Let us ook back to the Beginning of theſe Tables, viz. fh 
he Year 1690; and then we find the Charge of the Poor. fot 


= he whole City, to be but 19201. 15 . 2 d. from which Limeg 
bebe the Erefting the Workhouſe, was only the {mall erm 
rd t 22 Years, in which we find the ſurprizing Increaſe of above! 


ich ooo V Arm. But how diſproportioned this Increaſe way 
In Point of Time (which ought well to be obſerv'd) 1.  - 
he Ear, by comparing the Firſt Eleven Years with the LA 
ol. Tbe Increaſe of the Firſt, ending 1701, was but 569 l, 8g. 2.@. 
ick be Charge that Year being 2490 l. 3. 4d. The Increaſ 
isln the Laſt, ending 1712, was 2542 l. 9s. 2 d. the Charge 
der bat Year being 5032 J. 12 5. 6 d. So that we ſee, Hat they 
er ſnereaſe in the latter Half of the Time, was almoſt Five timeM 
iſeks much as that of the former; And had there not heen li; 
eir btop put to the then Method (as is before obſery'd) muſt, c 
zu, Pery evident, have increas'd in a much greater Proportion, 'til 
30. n a few Years the Burthen would have been intolerable... Forg 
-.;pbſerye, That the laſt Four or Five Years before the Work 
orbouſe commenc'd, the Charge increas'd about Four or Five 
el Hundred Pounds a Year, But from that Time, which, is $68 
ke ben Years, the Tables, inftead of an Addition of Two as 
u-ſſbree Thouſand Pounds more, ſhew you no Increaſe, e 
d. Fepting this laſt extraordinary expenſive Year, occaſion d. A 
5 e tis too well known to the whole Town, by the Stagnation of 
nd Trade, and thereby Want of Work, which drove many from 
heir numerous Families, they were unable to ſupport. 
letl From this Time, therefore, let groundleſs Clamour ceaſe ; 
an. Ind let the Praiſe juſtly due to thoſe Gentlemen, who are the 
ralPrardians of the Poor, for their extraordinary Care and Trous? 
i ple, take its place. For I dare venture to aſſert, without pre- 
Fu. lending to Prophecy, That if many Peoples Wiſhes had, or 
ee. kver ſhould. take place, ſo as wantonly to give up the Work- 
1;:pouſe-A&, and return to the former Method, the Paymentgi 
pould increaſe to ſuch a Degree; as to drive away all the Page 
nfs who could conveniently live elſewhere, _ . 
I What I have here aſſerted, being ſupported by Matters of 
byPact, nothing can overturn, but the Suppofition of their not 
þypeing faithfully preſented to the World, To which 1 ſhall 
m-Paly ſay, That there is not one Error in the Tables by Dew 
helign 3 and whatever may have crept in by the Preſs, or others 
inPays, as *tis poſſible (tho? 1 have been very careful) ſoms! 
ey, I am (ure, there are not wy ſo conſiderable, as any way 


to , affect the 
Pubſichrion: 
T have ctolt the OV Tables of the Yearly Payments 1 
Nor for each Pariſh, with one containing the DiſcretionaſſÞ 
5 bg only, ſeparared from the Weekly Allowanceſſ''- 
with the Number of the Collectioners for the Years 1711 1. 
wd 1718; by the Afiſtance of which Table, 1 think mj 
Wohjefture BM the Officers Management, or rather Miſmal hat 
Le gement, of the Publick Money, before the Workhoull be! 
Mech comfnenc'd, will appear to be well. founded. a 
E To the denk, Tables, containing all the Pariſhes in the; th 
89 *d to ſet that Affair about the Yearly Charge fol im 
Wopport Ns e Poor, itt a true Light) Khave annex'd Tablepega 
For an Hundred Years paſt, of all the Pariſhes whoſe Bookhbofit 
Fn back to the Year 1620, which are Fourteen in Number Roo. 
FT hefe contain the Number of Collectioners in each Pariſh whit 
With their Yearly Allowance, and the Length of each Year ij Fe 
Number of Werks. bad! 
From theſe Tabſes we may obſerve, That the Number ofelve 
The Coljetioners in thoſe Fourteen Pariſhes, increaſed from, h 
the Yegr 1621, tothe Year 1712 (the Year before the Workſ;h;jc 
Houſe) from! 93. td 297 but tho' the Increaſe in Number bq neu 
Put as 3 tor 3 yet we ſhall find the Payments to be as 8 to 1 Wee 
increas'd from 1491. 16 s. 7 d. to 12421. 125. 3 d. it 
Another Obſervation ariſing from theſe Tables, is, That. j 
; the mereaſe of the Number of the Poor in theſe Pariſhes, foſned 
the firſt Eighty Years, viz. to the Year 1700, was but 73k 
that is, from '93 to 166; yet in 12 Years more, the [ncreaſe 
was 137, that is, from 166 to 297. 
Another Obſervation worth minding, theſe Tables win furl; 
Din us with. is, That it was 70 Years creeping from 30 $4.9; 
* Annu L Head, which each Collectioner had, one with, 
another, mn 1621, to double, Biz. 31. and but 20 more in a 
Nving to treble, bit. 4 J. to s. as appears by the following far 
from che fard Tables. 


> Truch of the the Premiſſes, and the End of the 91 x 
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ig 1 heſe Obſervatibnl, drawn from the Tables of an Hundred 
mWyears paſt, puts me, before I concl de, 'ypan, conjetty of 
na hat probable Reaſon may be aged for the vaſt fr Tnerpal in 
ul be Number of Colleftioners of late Tears. 
I am apt to think, tis not owing, ton proportiohable nile 
th the Number of the People in general : Neither fd f, 
for imagine, to the Want of Work, more ſince 
1 began (excepting laſt Year) than "before: If ches Tu Supa 
kSoſitions be right, what more likely Cauſe to ſubſtitute int their 
er dom, than this; That the, Diner Spirit 'of Frugalityg 
(which prevail'd even in my Memory). is very. much deciy'd, 
19” Formerly, the greateſt Part of the labouring People whe 
Pad Families, took extraordinary Delight in keeping, Them⸗ 
'OFelves, their Children, and their Houſes, clean and neat, ay 
ons have diſtinguiſhing Habits for Sundays and Hoy age 
pinch delightful (becauſe more independent) State, the 
new, could not be obtain'd, without laying -up + ſomethiq 19 
eekly out of their Income, which Purſe inabfed the 
n through the extraordinary Expences which mi nt Arti in | 
e Family, by Sickneſs, and the like, without be zming ime 
nediately ſo wretched, as in all ſuch { Gaſes, to be fore d "to 
pplicate Relief from the Publick. 
And as Example is very prevalent. with all Mankind, the 
Jn a greater Degree wich the common Sort, they were the en. 
ury ery much encourag'd to the Practice of Frugality, by o 
i Aerving how many aroſe from a mean Beginning, to become, 
15 the Help of That and Induftry, conſiderable in the World, 
Ind thereby inabled to aſſiſt Others, inſtead of wanting at j 
ingiiſtance Themſelves. 2 
That this Practice was what prevented the loerkale. n 1 
door formerly, [ think, will appear highly probable, b f N 
Oe the Reverſe of what it really is ia That 
1 joung Colle&joners now that have Fines 555 Wy 
* noſt of the Money chat has there ow ent nd 0 4 or. No 
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hat 
fot 
73 
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ah 

Oc ing the preſent Practice of the labouring 0 t of Pedp 5 1 
oopeing ſo frequently, both. Map and ite,. at the A 

P9ook as much Delight in Work, Indi 5 and Fru 10 a 
p 


them fad been onſy laid out a8 Their juſt Occaſions re. itt 
ir d, ker the Neff ic of the Family; , whether we mayo t 
pot fairly ſuppoſe, that ſuch a Way of Living, conftantlyſf is. 
ſud, would Hot. have furniſh'd them and their Families he 
— to ſuch a degree, as that, at leaſt, one Halſſerł 
pf our preſent Colle&ioners would have wanted no Afiſtance; the 
but, on.the 1 9 would Love 122 Pays anc re 
bo We worn a Badge, to oclaim their neceſſitous Condition Mar 
AS . 3 A Probability in the Caſe thulaw 
re is t eſt Probability in the Caſe t ugſout 
ofing it then Faft, the Conſequence would . beſſbou 
| Charge in ſupporting the Poor, would not beſmor 
af fo much as now. (For theſe young Families, who, byſtion 
i xy, arg beſt able to ſupport themſelyes, when they ſto t 
to beg the publick Aliftance, are wel] known to be thejmuſ 
Pot char eable part of the poor; as is very evident by theſſb f 
re of the Year juſt ended.) If one Half of the ge[ſequ 
Pere abated, han” would the Aſſeſſments be, as formerly, on ſyſe i 
be chiefly on ſuch as are well able to bear it ʒ and the careful. I 
Lene and labouring People, who by ſuch a Courſe of Def 
Tan juſt handfomely live, without Superfluities, be to / 
My Kempied from bearing any Part of it. Whereas r now,, 

42 d unavoidably great, and the Rich ſo unwilling N 
lo-much of it as is neceſſary for eaſing the Inferior Sort, 

© fo large & Part of it muſt reſt upon very mean People, 

7 at it toe often happens, that the ſame Perſon, in the Revo. 
bution of a few Months, ſhall be chang'd from a Payer to af 2 
oe TREO adi 


| Tis great purthen hieb the Tables win ſhew had atf- ” 


s Time been much greater, if not prevented by the Work- 
bouſe: Af), is, 1 am afraid, not likely to leſſen very much. 
bs 9 the Woollen Manufacture ſhould flouriſh more than ever x 
long as the labouripg Part of Mankind are not aſham'd tot 
* rſuch unthinking Creatures, as to be oblig'd to ſubmith; ** 
2 to the capricious Humour and . 75 Tyranny off; 

. for the poor lacome of 12 d. or 18 4 
0 iy this by e ficing all the other Pleaſures anc Lot 
Ng, 
ow 


"od, rs ig dee 


; : Wien F 
6 . hy | Fea 


1 out Plesſure, is is often ſeen, by purting rhe Mug Wy | 
ayhro the next Mau, without drinkir 7 2 him N i 
is Turn, Thus ſpending both ime and 
jeifthe leaſt Lac to Themſelves or Families ; e, che 1 
ilflperhaps, ſo much wanted, as not to know where 
esche next Penny; nay, chat, perhaps, is martgag'd, 
Credit is ſufficient. This Practice being now ſo general, 
on Mankind, as is before obſerv'd, led more by Example, 
de Reaſon of Things, 1 little or no Reformation (witk 
ufſout great Afliſtance from the Magiftrate)- the. 
del bouring Part of Mankind here, And therefore we have, cM 
del more Reaſon to be well pleas'd, that the Workhouſe Garpork 
byſtion have a Being, to keep the Poor, and the Officers who ai 
eylto take Care of them, in ſuch Limits, as to prevent (WMA 
heſmuſt otherwiſe unavoidably have deen) the Charge increalinf 
bello faſt and ſo much, as to have been "and BLOUKISH 28 
ge ſequently, Fatal to this ANCIENT FLOURISH 
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